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should dare to invade the borders of my realm,'* Good
as the Spanish troops were, it may well be doubted if
they would have found England so easy a prey as they
expected.

They were not destined to have the chance of trying.
England had another line of defence, her right arm, her
navy. The Armada had to reckon with that first.

When the news was brought to Plymouth that the

The Armada had been sighted, in mighty array, stretching

ta^he over seven miles of sea, the English commanders were

channel. rea(jy^ ^ut there was no haste or confusion.    Drake,

engaged at the time in a game of bowls on the Hoe at
Plymouth, cried, " Let us finish this first; time enough
to beat the Spaniards afterwards." When the English
ships got to sea, they hung on the heels of the Spaniards
on their leisurely way up the channel. They were more
than a match for their unwieldy opponents; they could
sail faster and manoeuvre better, had heavier guns and
made more effective use of them, aiming at the hulls while
the Spaniards fired so high that most of their powder was
wasted.

For a week the two fleets battled; a week of such
anxiety was never known in England before or since.
It was clear that the Armada could not beat the English;
but could Howard and the captains under him beat the
Armada? Some Spanish ships had been sunk, yet the
Armada was still a mighty fleet when it anchored off
Calais. So far it was successful.

Here, however, the plan broke down. Parma and the
Spanish troops were being kept close prisoners, blockaded
by the Dutch ships. Without an army Philip's invasion
was impossible.

Yet Howard saw that the Spaniards could not be left

vjie Fir*, to rest at Calais.   Parma might come overland and join

lps* them.    Accordingly fire-ships were got ready, smeared